EDUCATION
to read. To read and to reason involves considerable
effort; to listen and to absorb is an almost subconscious
process.
In the past, governments had to choose between the ad-
vantages and the risks of having an educated people. To-day,
thanks to the enormous power that the state can, if it wishes,
exercise over all sources of information and knowledge, it
almost seems as if they can escape from the horns of the
dilemma. The rulers of the U.S.S.R. want its citizens to
be educated, so that they can be efficient, skilled, happy
human beings, and at the same time, devoted, unquestioning
followers of the leaders of the Communist Party. Every
faculty is to be developed, every activity encouraged except
the desire and the capacity to question fundamental prin-
ciples of religion, philosophy, law, economics, and politics.
That is forbidden fruit, of which citizens eat only on pain of
imprisonment, and even of death. By control of the whole
educational system and of all the machinery of propaganda,
printed matter, the wireless, all publicly expressed opinion,
and by prohibition of all travel outside the Union, education
is shorn of its dangers, and is transformed from a two-
edged sword to a weapon that cuts only with one side of its
blade.
Our conception of education is fundamentally different
from that of Soviet Russia.
We believe that education is only worthy of the name
when we regard the children as individuals, to be given
the chance of developing themselves to the limits of their
capacities, capacities which differ with almost every child.
That we are far from this ideal hardly needs stating, es-
pecially when we still send the majority of our children out
to work at the tender age of fourteen. We are, in fact,
probably much farther from our goal, after sixty years of
public education, than Russia is from hers, after twenty
years.
Those who are responsible for directing and practising
education in England, do not concern themselves with the
next stage in the evolution of our society, still less do they
profess to know -what the ultimate form of civilization will
be; but they all have a profound inward conviction that a
satisfactory state of society will only be reached as the result
of the full and free development of individuals.
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